WHAT PO PEATLANDS PO EQR vs?

IRISH PEATLANDS AND THE ECOSYSTEN] SERVICES THEY PROVIDE

BiOpiveRsITY

PEATLAND HABITATS ARE
WILDLIFE HAVENS AND CONTAIN
vNIQUE SPECIES GROVPS:
K s TERRESTRIAL, AQVATIC AND

MicROBIAL.
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BOGS ARE KEY FOR THE

LANDSCAPE ANPD
RECREATION

PEATLANDS ARE AN INTRINSIC PART OF
THE 1RISH LANDSCAPE. THEY ARE THE
CLOSEST WE HAVE TO WILDERNESS.
PEATLANDS ARE vNIQVE AMENITY
SPACES TO ESCAPE 70, SEek cvLTvparl
ARTISTIC INSPIRATION OR SIMPLY
ENT0Y NATVRE. THEIR ROLE IN
FOSTERING HYMAN WELL-BEING 1S
BECOMING WIDELY RECOGNISED.

DeveLOPep BY THE
NATIONAL PARKS AND
WILDLIFE SERVICE
Rialtas na hEireann
Government of Ireland

SURVIVAL OF ENDEMIC, RARE
SPEcIES AT A GLOBAL SCALE
WiTH SPECIAL APAPTATIONS 70
THESE UNIQUE ENVIRONMENTS.

1=
i

|
J
i
|

|

ECOSYSTEM SERVICES SIMPLY MEANS THE MANY AND VARIED

BENEFITS THAT HYMANS GAIN FROM THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT
WHEN PROPERLY FUNCTIONING ECOSYSTEMS ARE MAINTAINED.

WHEN PEATLANDS ARE
PEGRADED, INATER
QVALITY DETERIORATES.
wnTEP P”R'F'CAT'ON s THis szu T0 INCREASED
FLOGD ATTENVATI 0 N TREATMENT cOSTS AND
LOSS OF FISH SPANNING
PEATLANDS CAN MODERATE GROVNDS AND IMPACTS ON
RUN-QFF AND, IN POING S0, OTHER SPECIES, INCLUDING
REDVCE THE RISK OF POYIN- THE THREATENED
STREAM FLOOPING. FRESHWNATER PEARL
MUSSEL.

THE VAST MATORITY
DIRecT ECONONMIC RESOVRCES OF PEATLANDS IN
PEATLANDS HAVE PAID AN ESSENTIAL ROLE IN '":.::; :f:;?;’z:gm
THE ECONOMIC PEVELOPMENT OF 1RELAND. ECOSYSTEMS.

THEY HAVE BEEN EXPLOITED FOR
HORTICVLTVRE, ELECTRICITY PRODVCTION AND
PEAT EXTRACTION FOR FVEL FOR CENTURIES.
LARGE TRACTS OF PEATLANDS HAVE BEEN
RECLAIMED FOR AGRICVLTVRE, GRAZING AND
FORESTRY. OFTEN THESE ACTIVITIES ARE NON-
SUSTAINABLE AND INTERRVPT NATVRAL
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AIR QuaLITY

BURNING OF PEAT IS A SOVRCE OF
EMISSIONS OF A RANGE OF AIR
POLLVTANTS THAT CAN IMPACT ON
HUMAN HEALTH. PROPERLY
FUNCTIONING PERTLANDS HELP THE
SURROUNPING COVNTRYSIDE T0
PROVIDE FRESH + HEALTHY RIR.

THE FOLLOWING 'RISH WNORDPS AND PLACE NAMES

PROCESSES THAT SUSTAIN THENI.
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CULTVRAL HERITAGE

PEATLANDS AND 1RISH PEQPLE HAVE A LONG
HISTORY AND CVLTVRAL RELATIONSHIP. PEATLANDS
ARE LINKED T0 TRAPITIONAL CVLTVRE AND IN THE
PAST 70 RITVALS OF PEPOSITION. THEY FEATVRE IN
LITERATVRE, HERITAGE AND ORAL TRAPITION. DveE 10
THEIR PARTICVLAR CHEMISTRY THEY PRESERVE
MONVNIENTS AND ARTEFACTS WHICH IN OTHER

ENVIRONMENTS WOvLD PERISH.
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HAVE AN ASSOCIATION YWITH BOG OR WNETLAND:
“BOGACH" (BOGGAGHBAVN), "EANACH"
(ANNAGHMORE), “MOING“(MONART), “MOIN"
(MQocOIN) AND “cvRRACH" (CVRRAGHMORE).



