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An Roinn Cultuir,
Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta
Department of Culture,
Heritage and the Gaeltacht

EULIFE14 NAT/IE/000032 Raised Bog Restoration Project

Unit 40 Loughsheever Corporate Park, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath.

DOCUMENT: A4_0001 “Safety Statement Unit 40, LSCP”
DATE: January 2017

ACTION: A4 - HIRA and Safety Plan

The purpose of the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work Act 2005 and associated statutory provisions
is to ensure the safety, health and welfare of all staff - employers and employees alike — in the work
place.

The Act requires the employer to prepare a written Safety Statement describing the employer’s
commitment to safety and appropriate arrangements to ensure employee awareness, training and
obligations to safety. The following site specific safety statement meets that commitment and it is
prefaced by the Department’s Statement of General Policy and an Overview of Organisational
responsibility in relation to the implementation of Health & Safety Policy.

Jack McGauley

Project Manager

LIFE Raised Bog Restoration Project
076 100 2601

087910 6451

Jack.McGauley@ahg.gov.ie
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Safety Statement
Department of Culture, Heritage & The Gaeltacht

FOREWORD

The purpose of the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work Act 2005 and associated statutory provisions
is to ensure the safety, health and welfare of all staff - employers and employees alike — in the work
place.

The Act requires the employer to prepare a written Safety Statement describing the employer’s
commitment to safety and appropriate arrangements to ensure employee awareness, training and
obligations to safety. The attached site specific safety statement meets that commitment and it is
prefaced by the Department’s Statement of General Policy and an Overview of Organisational
responsibility in relation to the implementation of Health & Safety Policy.

The Safety Statement must be continually reviewed and, if necessary, altered to take account of
changing work practices and changing regulations (see Section 2.2 of this Statement).

This Safety Statement is divided into 4 Main Sections.

Section 1 Management Safety Policy, including Statement of General Policy and Overview
of Organisational Responsibility in relation to the implementation of Health &
Safety Policy

Section 2 Arrangements for Health & Safety

Section 3 Risk Assessments

Section 4 Appendices




Il Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta
Department of Culture,

An Roinn Cultiir,
Heritage and the Gaeltacht

EULIFE14 NAT/IE/000032 Raised Bog Restoration Project

Unit 40 Loughsheever Corporate Park, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath.

DOCUMENT: A4_0002 “Safe Operational Procedures For Field Work”
DATE: January 2017

ACTION: A4 - HIRA and Safety Plan

The following document outlines guidance for field work as set out by the NPWS Safety Committee.
All staff should familiarise themselves with this document which is available in hard copy in the main
office, in soft copy in the H&S folder within the project folders on the shared drive and has been
circulated by email.

Jack McGauley

Project Manager

LIFE Raised Bog Restoration Project
076 100 2601

087 910 6451

Jack.McGauley@ahg.gov.ie
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SAFE OPERATIONAL PROCEDURES
FOR FIELD WORK
IN

NATIONAL PARKS & WILDLIFE

PRODUCED BY THE SAFETY COMMITTEE

AUTHORISED BY: J. Fitzgerald,
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CONTENTS
GENERAL NOTES

1.BOATS AND WATER SAFETY
11.BOATS GENERAL
1.1.1. Life jackets
1.1.2. Other PPE
1.1.3. Boat command
1.1.4. Boat crew
1.15. Contact with the shore and with other boats
1.1.6. Weather
1.1.7. Passengers
1.1.8. Smoking
1.2. SPECIFICATION FOR OPERATIONAL CONDITIONS.
1.3. OPERATIONAL PROCEDURES
1.3.1. Inflatable Boats
1.3.2. Rigid Boats
1.3.3. Kayaks
1.3.4. Engines
1.3.5.Trailers
1.4. SAFETY EQUIPMENT INVENTORY
15.DISTRESS PROCEDURES
1.6.RADIO FREQUENCIES:
1.7. BEAUFORT SCALE
1.8. HYPOTHERMIA
1.8.1. Symptoms
1.8.2. Immersion as a cause of hypothermia
1.8.3. If you cannot get out of the water:
1.8.4. Treatment
1.9.FLARES
1.10.TRAINING IN BOAT SKILLS

2.CLIMBING AND STEEP GROUND SAFETY
2.1. GENERAL
2.2. CLOTHING
2.3. EQUIPMENT
2.3.1. Ropes
2.3.2. Safety Harnesses
2.3.3. Helmets and other equipment
2.4. TRAINING AND OPERATIONAL PROCEDURES
2.5. TREE CLIMBING
2.5.1. Protective Clothing
2.5.2. Tree Climbing Equipment
2.5.3. Procedures
2.6. USING LADDERS
2.7. STEEP GROUND

3.FIELD WORK SURVIVAL AND FIRST AID



3.1. FIRST AID
3.2. FIELD SURVIVAL; EQUIPMENT AND GENERAL PRECAUTIONS
3.2.1. General
3.2.2. The basic safety measures
CALL OUT PROCEDURE
3.2.3. Other recommended safety procedures for fieldwork.
3.2. EXHAUSTION/EXPOSURE
3.3. SURVIVAL IN MOUNTAINS
3.4. FIELD SURVIVAL PRECAUTION FOR CAVES AND TUNNELS
3.4.1. General
3.4.2. Safety Classification of caves and tunnels
3.4.3. Call out procedure
3.5.SURVIVAL IN BOGS AND SWAMPS
3.6. SURVIVAL IN INTERTIDAL AREAS
3.7.COASTAL ROCKS, RIVERSIDE ROCKS AND WET LIMESTONE PAVEMENT
3.8. LIGHTENING STRIKE
3.9. EMERGENCY SIGNALS
3.10. WADING
3.11. FOREST OPERATIONS

4. CHAIN SAWS AND OTHER POWER TOOLS

4.1. TRAINING COURSES

4.2.PROTECTIVE CLOTHING
4.2.1.Chain Saw Operators
4.2.2 Clearing Saw Operators

4.3. THE SAW AND ANCILLARY EQUIPMENT
4.3.1.Chain Saw Characteristics
4.3.2.Chain Saw Ancillary Equipment
4.3.3.Clearing Saw Characteristics
4.3.4.Clearing Saw Ancillary Equipment
4.3.5.Fuelling Saws

4.4. OPERATIONAL PROCEDURES

5.TOOLS AND LIFTING
5.1. HAND TOOLS
5.2. MANUAL LIFTING
5.3 WINCHES
6.USE OF FIREARMS BY NPWS STAFF

6.1. NPWS POLICY
6.1.1. Who uses firearms and for what
6.1.2. Policy on Health and Safety
6.1.3. List of users

6.2. TRAINING AND SELECTION OF USERS
6.2.1.Training Courses
6.2.1.1. Firearms Safe Handling Course
6.2.1.2. Firearms Safe-handling Course Refresher and Re- qualification
course
6.2.1.3. Rifle Users Course (RUC) - 4 days training.




6.2.1.4. Rifle Re-Qualification Course- 1 day

6.2.1.5. Rifle Instructor Course

6.2.1.6. Shotgun Users Course

6.2.1.8. Shotgun refresher and re-qualification course
6.2.1.9. Rifle Instructor refresher course.

6.2.1.10. Shotgun Instructor refresher course
6.2.1.11. Rifle Marksmanship Improver Days

6.2.1.12. Deer Management Course (under development)

6.3. OPERATIONAL PROCEDURES
6.3.1. Storage
6.3.2 Transport
6.3.3. Use of Shotguns
6.3.4. Use of Rifles

6.4. SPECIFICATIONS OF EQUIPMENT
6.4.1. PPE
6.4.2 Field use
6.4.3. Range use

6.5. MEDICAL TESTING

6.6. HUMANE KILLING OF WOUNDED ANIMALS
6.6.1. Livestock
6.6.3. Other species
6.6.4. Training.
6.6.5. Humane killing methods
6.6.6. Suitable firearms and ammunition.
6.6.7. Dangers to consider.
6.6.8. Carcase disposal.

7. ZOONOSES/LIVE ANIMALS AND ANIMALS CARCASSES
7.1. GENERAL SAFETY GUIDELINES
7.2. IMMUNISATION OF STAFF
7.2.1. Rabies
7.2.2. Tetanus
7.2.3. Hepatitis A
7.2.4. Hepatitis B
7.2.5. Lyme disease
7.2.6.Tuberculosis
7.2.7 Avian Influenza
7.3. HYGIENE
7.4. PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT (PPE)
7.4.1. Gloves for Handling Carcasses
7.4.2.Gloves for handling live specimens
7.4.3. Eye protection
7.4.4. Face masks
7.4.5.0ther clothing
7.4.6.Supply



8.VEHICLES

7.5.ZOONOSES AND ANIMAL DISEASES
7.5.1. General
7.5.2.Animal diseases
7.5.2.1. Foot and mouth disease
7.5.3.Zoonoses
7.5.3.1. Rabies
7.5.3.2. Botulism in waterfowl
7.5.3.3. Ornithosis
7.5.3.4. Bovine tuberculosis
7.5.3.5. Leptospirosis/Weil's Disease
7.5.3.6. Anthrax
7.5.3.7. Canine tapeworm and Toxascaris
7.5.3.8. Sealer's finger
7.5.3.9. Lyme disease
7.5.3.10. Ringworm
7.5.3.11. Salmonellosis and Campilobacteriosis
7.5.3.12. Psittacosis
7.5.3.13. Brucellosis
7.5.3.14 Pasteurellosis
7.5.3.15.Tick carried viral encephalitis
7.5.3.16.Exotic animal's diseases
7.5.3.17 Avian Influenza
7.6 HANDLING ANIMALS
7.6.1. Handling captive animals (including snared or trapped animals)
7.6.1.1. Badgers, foxes, otters, pine martens
7.6.1.2.Squirrels, other rodents, rabbits and hares, small
mustelids, insectivores
7.6.1.3.Bats
7.6.1.4. Deer, Goats
7.6.1.5.Seals and Marine Mammals
7.6.1.6.Birds with stabbing beaks
7.6.1.7. Birds with cutting beaks
7.6.1.8. Birds with talons
7.6.2 .Handling and transport of sick animals
7.7. ATTACKS BY ANIMALS
7.7.1. Generadl
7.7.2.Bees, wasps and other insects
7.7 .3.Cattle
7.7.4 Horses and other livestock
7.7.5.Dogs
7.7 .6.Seals
7.7.7 Deer
7.7.8.Birds
7.7.9.0ther

8.1. LEGAL REQUIREMENTS
8.1.1.Insurance
8.1.2.Road Tax
8.1.3.Driver's Licence
8.1.4.Passengers



8.1.5.Log Book
8.1.6.Accidents
8.2. SERVICE, MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR
8.2.1.Service
8.2.2.Maintenance
8.2.3.Repair
8.3. RULES OF THE ROAD
8.3.1.Speed
8.3.2.Night Driving
8.3.3.Skidding
8.3.4.Reversing and Turning
8.3.6.Slowing Down and Stopping
8.3.7.Parking
8.4. OFF-ROAD DRIVING TECHNIQUES
8.5. MISC. DRIVING SAFETY
9. HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES
9.1. GENERAL RULES
9.2.POISONS
9.3. DRUGS
9.4. FUELS: (SEE CARRTIAGE OF DANGEROUS GOODS ACT)
9.5. SPRAYS
9.6. BIOHAZARDS
9.6.1. Giant Hogweed and other poisonous plants
9.6.2. Farmers Lung
9.6.3. Bracken
9.7.EXPOSURE TO SUNLIGHT
9.7.1. Eyes
9.7.2. Skin
9.7.3.Types of Skin Cancer
9.7.3.1. Basal Cell Carcinomas
9.7.3.2. Squamous Cell Carcinomas
9.7.3.3. Malignant Melanoma
9.7.3.3. Sources of Information
9.8. OILED BIRDS AND MAMMALS
9.8.1. Handling Oiled Specimens
9.8.2. Cleaning Oiled Birds
9.9. SMOKING

10. LAW ENFORCEMENT

10.1. GENERAL
10.2. ASSAULT
10.2.1. Communications equipment
10.2.2. Behavior
10.2.3. Safety aspects of PPE, equipment, personal clothing, hair.
10.2.4. Assault with a firearm used as a club

10.3. DAYTIME PATROLS
10.3.1 Risk Reducing Measures
10.4. PATROLS DURING HOURS OF DARKNESS



10.5. STOPPING AND SEARCHING OF VEHICLES
10.6. STOPPING AND SEARCHING OF BOATS
10.7. CHECKING LICENCES

10.8. SEARCHING PREMISES UNDER WARRANT
10.8.ATTENDANCE AT EVENTS

11. FIRE

11.1. BUILDING FIRES
11.2. VEHICLE FIRES
11.3. VEGETATION FIRES

12. SCUBA DIVING, SNORKELLING AND ELECTROFISHING

12.1. SCUBA DIVING
12.2. SNORKELLING
12.2.1. General and fraining.
12.2.2. Equipment
12.3.ELECTROFISHING.

APPENDIX ONE; PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT

PROCEDURES FOR OBTAINING PPE;

ENTITLEMENT 1. Clothing and Equipment for General Field Work
ENTITLEMENT 2. Clothing and Equipment for other work
SPECIFIED TYPES

APPENDIX TWO; OTHER EQUIPMENT
A.2.1. COMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT
A.2.2.0PTICAL EQUIPMENT

APPENDIX THREE: ACCIDENT AND DANGEROUS INCIDENT REPORTING
REPORTING OF ACCIDENTS BY EMPLOYEES
CONTENTS OF THE ACCIDENT REPORT
SUBSEQUENT ACTIONS

Note new material in 1.1.2; 1.1.3; 114 1.3.4, 14 110:6.2.12: 6.2.1.3' 7.3 101, 102.3, 1024,
104, 105



An Roinn Cultiir,
Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta
Department of Culture,
Heritage and the Gaeltacht

EULIFE14 NAT/IE/000032 Raised Bog Restoration Project

Unit 40 Loughsheever Corporate Park, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath.

DOCUMENT: A4_0003 “Safe Operational Procedures — Workshop, Groundworks & Offices”
DATE: January 2017

ACTION: A4 - HIRA and Safety Plan

The following document outlines guidance for work safely in workshop, groundworks and office
environments as set out by the NPWS Safety Committee. All staff should familiarise themselves with
this document which is available in hard copy in the main office, in soft copy in the H&S folder within
the project folders on the shared drive and has been circulated by email.

Jack McGauley

Project Manager

LIFE Raised Bog Restoration Project
076 100 2601

087 910 6451

Jack.McGauley@ahg.gov.ie
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NPWS WORKSHOP, GROUNDWORK & OFFICE - SAFE OPERATING PROCEDURES
Only trained (where required) and competent personnel shall perform operations. The posting of a Safe Operating Procedure
(SOP) does not replace the need for proper training.

National Park & Wildlife Services
Safe Operating Procedures

Workshop, Ground-works & Offices



NPWS WORKSHOP, GROUNDWORK & OFFICE — SAFE OPERATING PROCEDURES

Only trained (where required) and competent personnel shall perform operations. The posting of a Safe Operating Procedure
(SOP) does not replace the need for proper training.

Note:

For Field Staff see appropriate Safe Operating Procedures which are detailed in separate documents

Field/Forestry Maintenance
Hedge trimmers

Grass trimmers

Shovelling

Mobile Platforms

Rotary Tilers

Chainsaw General

Chainsaw Do’s and Don’ts
Chainsaw Kickback
Chainsaw Personnel Protective Equipment
Tree Trimming

Tree Felling

Bucking & Pruning Trees
Power Hacksaw

Tractors

Tractors with rotary mowers
Ride on mowers

Lawn Mowers

Workshops/Construction
Beltsanders

Grinders

Bandsaw

Planers

Sanders

Tablesaw

General Woodworking
Machines

Chisel

Handtools

Jig Saw

Working with stone
Jackhammer
Airhammer

Hand Drill

Drill Machine

Safety in Hammering
Compressed Air
Bobcat (mini-digger)
JCB/Digger/Back-hoe
Post Hole Diggers
Mitresaw

Pushsticks

Radial Saw
Bench/Pedestal & Handheld
Grinders/Consaw
Moulder

Router

CONTENTS
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5

6 Chemicals

8 Pesticides

9 Flammable/Combustible

10 liquids
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13 Purchasing & Substitution of
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16 Safe Use, Storage and
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20

21 Working at Heights

22 Rolling Scaffolding/

23 Alto Towers
Ladders — Inspection, Use
& Storage
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27 Offices

28 Movement of Cash/Robbery

29 Office Thermal Comfort

30 Office Lighting
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33 Guidance for Storage

35

36 Fuelling

37 Loader

39 Working near power lines

40 General Vehicle use

41 Forklift

42 Forklift Operations

44 Waste Management

45 Infectious Waste including

47 Sharps, Syringes etc.

50 Manual Handling

52 Young Workers & Students

55 Working on Gas lamps

56 Lone Worker
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An Roinn Cultiir,
Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta
Department of Culture,
Heritage and the Gaeltacht

EULIFE14 NAT/IE/000032 Raised Bog Restoration Project

Unit 40 Loughsheever Corporate Park, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath.

DOCUMENT: A4_0004 “Safety Statement Appendices”
DATE: January 2017

ACTION: A4 - HIRA and Safety Plan

The following document contains a number of appendices to the A4_0001 “Safety Statement”
document including:

» Accident / incident report form template
Safety suggestion form

Risk assessment template

Guidelines on engaging contractors

YV V V V

Site plans of Unit 40 LSCP indicating exits, fire assembly point etc.

Jack McGauley

Project Manager

LIFE Raised Bog Restoration Project
076 100 2601

087 910 6451

Jack.McGauley@ahg.gov.ie
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Lock Out/Tag Out Procedure
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Working at Heights

Unmanned divisional sites hazard table



Site Work Rules

LIFE14 NAT/IE/000032

All proposed site work must be set out as part of a SWP to include transport, parking, walking routes and shapefiles where relevant indicating points
of planned work — eg locations of testing areas etc. This is to ensure health and safety and to facilitate efficient use of site hours.

Site work plan to be submitted for approval in good time to allow for review and queries.

Site materials to be prepared in advance of site visit day, e.g. maps, equipment, shapefiles, GPS unit forms etc. to ensure efficient use of site work day
hours.

It is the responsibility of the user to ensure GPS unit is charged in advance of a site work day — not the previous user of the unit.
An element of hi-vis material to be worn at all times — e.g. hi-vis jacket, tee shirt, trousers or hi-vis vest.

Always ensure mobile phones are adequately charged in advance of undertaking site work.

Project notice signage to be displayed on all vehicles on site and between sites at all times.

In an instance where it is necessary for an individual to work alone on site, the Project Manager or other appointed staff member must be contacted
at the end of the working day — by text message or phone call. Details to be included in SWP.

Accidents / incidents to be reported immediately and recorded using appropriate form as soon as practically possible.

Familiarise yourself with full H&S Safe Operating Procedures manuals and safety statement on project file and in hard copy in H&S folders in
Administration Office.



