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Welcome to The Living Bog

Welcome to the ‘The Living Bog' - the largest raised bog restoration project ever undertakenin Ireland.

12 of Ireland’s unique raised bog SAC's in seven counties will be brought back to life between 20146 - 2020, Restoration work on these Natura 2000 sites will improve over 2,600 hectares of
threatened raised bog habitat - the equivalent of over 7,000 Croke Parks and 18% of the national high bog area.

It is estimated there has been a 99% loss of the original area of actively growing raised bog in Ireland. What little remains is in need of restoration and conservation, Thanks to this five year
project, which has been made possible by the EL! LIFE Nature and Biodiversity Fund, together with assistance from [reland’s Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional. Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs, the Living Bog will again become a reality...
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> Affairs, the Living Bog will again become a reality...
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Ardagullion Bog Carrowbehy / Caher Bog Carrownagappul Bog ClaraBog
Co, Longford Co,. Roscommon Co. Galway Co. Offaly

Derrinea Bog Ferbane Bog Garriskil Bog Killyconny Bog

Co, Roscommon Co. Offaly Co. Westmeath Co. Cavan

Mongan Bog Moyclare Bog Raheenmore Bog Sharavogue Bog
Co. Offaly Co. Offaly Co. Offaly Co. Offaly
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Read all about bog lifein Cavan
over 60 years ago.

Click Here
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About Killyconny Bog

Lifie on Killyconny Bog
LIFE-Prosect on Killyeonny Bog
Histery

Locad And Community

Day.On The Bog

Killyconny Bog for The Big Bog!
Remembered by 1K Lymch
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Killyconny Bog (or The Big Bog) Remembered by J.K. Lynch

John K Lynch grew ug in Mullagh and has a vwvid recoliection of working on the bog over 50 years ago. He shares them with us here®

"The story of Killyconny Bog Cloughbelly Bog Killycunny Bog Leitrim Bog, The Big Bog, or whatewver name you may know it by, is set to become 3
wonderful public amenity over the next few years . solet's help it succeed 2long the way.

Memaories of the bog are fast disappearing and it i not untrus tosay that most people connect the word to 3 wet marass of swamp and marsh - a wild
foreboding place to be, especizlly in bad weather - whare one could szzily vanizh, never to b found again after being swaflowed up inits biack mass!
Bogs of cour=e ere much more interesting pdaces than that. They are in effect, a reservair and library of the earth’s flora over thousands of years and of
Coasrse are recognised as the earth's important carbon sink. After the retreat of the ice sheetcovering Ireland some 15000 vears ago, the stage was et
fior the formation of our bogs. Irish bogs are between 5,000 and 10,000 y=ars old

They are uniqus in the world and a very important feature of Irish landscags: Rich in brodiversity, they require to be waterlegged to achieve growth and
this poses problerns to adjacent agricultural iand that can be overcome: Qur ancestors committed grussame acts on Feliow human beings, buried their
remains in bogs and the natural preservatives contained in turf bogs - tannin - zave perfectvely preserved bodies when found hundreds of years later
- glbest the skin being tanned like leather. Subsequent examinatian by forensic archasologists leads us to @ better undersianding of the decezsed s diet
lifestyle. age, etc Wedescribe the product of the bog as twrf, the same word as used in the German language while the English use the word peat. Bogs
Insofar 25 our neighbowrs on the adjacent island were concerned, were in their mind-set only associated with the native Irish and thersfore wsed in a
pejorative sense, 1o describe the Irish 23 "boggies”. | suppose it was ag a resuilt of the preponderznce of bogs covering our landscape, which over the
centuriss were the only sowrce of fuel to heat our primitive dwellings and modern homes, even up to the pressnt time Carbon dickide emizsions and
the phaszing outof fossil fuels are some of the reasons that have now ensured that our remaining bogs are places of preserved natwral haritags and sites
of minor industriai archascdogy with accompanied associsted folklore traditions.

Turf being brought home from Killycommy

My earfiest revollections of “being on the bog™wasat 5 years of age in 1955.

Ve had 3 "bank” or plot of turf on what we called Leitrim Bog and it came with the farm of land. Turf banks were measured in perches [and these are
not the fisk!l - 1 perchequalled 5.3 yards which is equivalent to approx. 5 metres. My father (Harry) and my grandfather John) cut some furf that
SUmMmEr

Jofwn and Mat Reilly, Leitnm had an adjacent "bank” and as far 25 | can remember, they 2lso cut turf that season. Jfohn Bracken John Gibney Nicholas
Dholan. Baflintfeve, ODeorge Bolgh, Rantavan, Patsy Cassidy, Shancarman Simmy Smith, Ledtrim were reguiars working on the Ranzavanside of the sams
bog [ also seem to alsoremember Peter Lynch. Leitvim on the bog and cutting somewhare near us. John Travers whom we often spoke with and two or
three other turf cutters worked on the Kilzcumny sde but [ don't remember their names.

Leitrim Bogwas relatively quéet compared ta the Rantavar and Cloughbaly side where ail the action was and which was 3 hive of activity | distnctly
remember that the boundary of our turf bank was marked by a crab 2pple tres which my grandfather had plant=d years sarlier and which was growing
there until refatively recent times. it was a great marker and aid tolocation 35 sl turf banks looked the same. In addition there was mature beech traes
pianted on both the Lynch and Reilly banks. The two families it would seem must have planted them i the very distant past - over 100 years ago -
although this may not be entirely brue for other reasans. Thiz bank of turf was quite near to Rantavan townland. but to access itrequired travelling the
long distance by pubfic road up to Ledirim taking the lane off to the right leading down to the bog, crossing 3 "kesh” ower @ main drain and into the
afterbanks of the bog - & distance of over 1 mile. Years later in the early 1960, | helped my father cut some of the beech trees with a crosscut saw. The
Reillys' also cut some of their tress the same year This was hard work, but the big crosscut saw seemed to fly through the huge timbers

We relocated to cwtting turf on the Ranfavanside from 1956 onwards. This turf bank was sdiacent to our farm and very convenient A3 we did not own
the bank, my father rented around half a perch of bank {aporox 2.3 metres) and paid the sum of £1 and 10 shilfings annually to the bog zgent who
resided in Virginia, This man would frequently carry out 2n inspection on all working banks to enswre that everyone was op to date in their paymeants
We usually rented & halp perch (2.5 metres! but there were many such as the Daltons wha cut @ full one perch bank of turf

Cutting the turf

The annual trip to the bog was over a period of two to thres weeks, with 3 workforce of 3 "slane’s man” and “catcher” or “barrowman” and ooosrred
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About Sharavogue Bog
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Life Praject On Sharavogue Bog
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